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Olde Mill  
Village Crier  

 

Volume 28 
Number 11 
 
VOMCA MeeƟng is the 
1st Wednesday of  each 
month. 

Contact:  
board@vomca.org  
Editor 
Moriah Haefner 
webadmin@vomca.org  

November 2023 Calendar of Events 

Wed 11/1 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ Hardy’s  7 p.m. 

Wed 11/8 OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

Wed 11/15 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Check us out on the web and 
Facebook: 

www.vomca.org 

www.facebook.com/VillageofOldeMill  

 

Important information: 

* VOMCA meetings will be 
held at Hardy’s until further 
notice. 

* Support the OMSC at Go-
FundMe page:  https://
gofund.me/9C0D8966  
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President’s Message 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING OLDE MILL! Check out the photos from the Fall Fest. It was a great 
time, and we survived the wind. We are coming up on our holiday season, and we will once again 
have our annual tree lighting, complete with a brand new tree and our visit from Santa and his 
friends on the fire truck. Don’t forget to leave us canned goods for our local food bank. And our 
next big event is our Quarter Auction, to be held at Christ Lutheran Church on Jumpers Hole Rd. 
Please see the flyer in this issue. It’s a great cause and so much fun—plan on coming out and 
joining us. 
 
There are still a lot of great events coming up in our community, so let’s see what we have 
planned.   
VOMCA/FOOM Meeting – November 1st, 2023: 7 – 9 pm Hardees:  Join us as we discuss the 
rest of this year’s community events, how we can make a difference to those who live here, and 
what is happening that will impact our community. We will be looking at the budgets for the 2024 
coming year, and it’s your chance to vote on how our money is spent. 
 
VOMCA Dues: Our dues are closed for this year as of September 30th. But you can lead the 
way by being among the first to pay your 2024 dues. The money goes to pay the taxes on Bar-
lowe Field, which VOMCA owns, and to put on community activities for the families in Olde Mill. 
Less than 1/13th of the homes in Olde Mill contribute. Yet, almost everyone enjoys the field and 
our activities, so please pay your community dues ASAP. 
 
Election of Board Member – November 1st:  We will be holding elections for the VOMCA 
Board position that will be open for this coming year. You must have your dues paid before Oc-
tober 1st to vote. Please plan on coming to this meeting so you can have a say in who leads 
your community.   
 
FOOM’s annual Quarter Auction November 18th – 6 – 9 pm. This year’s event will be at a new 
location, Christ Lutheran Church. But it will be the same exciting activity that it’s been, and you 
don’t want to miss it. If you’ve never been to a Quarter Auction, you are in for a real treat.   
 
Supporting the OMSC:  As most know, the pool is in very bad financial shape. The cost of life-
guards and chemicals is increasing, and we have tried to balance that with our pricing. Still, we 
need to bring in more money to cover the cost of our management company. We have several 
fundraisers going. There is a GoFundMe page set up, and the flyer for that is in the newsletter if 
you’d like to contribute. We have had several fundraisers and are working on more, so keep your 
eye out for ways you can help us save the OMSC. Remember, the park is also part of the OMSC. 
If we lose one, we lose them both. I’d hate to see townhomes where our beautiful park is now. 
For details about any of this, please feel free to call me at 443-852-2098. 
 
There are flyers, ads, and photos in this issue of our Crier. I want to thank Moriah Haefner for all 
her hard work as our editor and webmistress. She is a mom, a teacher, and a caregiver, and she 
does an amazing job on this. Thank you. 
 
That’s all I have for this month. Come to our meetings. Please support our efforts. Please partici-
pate in our activities. Your participation makes Olde Mill a great place to live, work and play. 

 
Chris Szverra 

President, VOMCA 
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To all who love our community  

Summer is gone, fall is moving rapidly, and the year is disappearing. 

 
Hello to all of you who follow what is occurring in the community and, more specifi-
cally, Barlowe Field. I want to thank Josiah John for overseeing the recent commu-
nity day while I was out of town. He had a good turnout, and there was much work 
completed. But wait...there is more!  

My priority right now is our Holiday Tree. We utilized the existing tree for three 
years, and suddenly, one day, it was completely dead. We have no idea why, but I 
would ask all of you who use the park to keep an eye on all of our trees and plant-
ings and report if you see something strange occurring, and if you see anyone 
abusing our plantings, take a picture and ask them to stop.  

So, we turned this tragedy into an opportunity. We just bought a new, bigger holi-
day tree to plant at the park. This Saturday (10/28), starting at 7 a.m., we will be 
digging the hole and planting the new tree in it. Just our luck, the ground is a com-
bination of rocks and clay so we can use everyone's help; if you cannot join us, 
consider a donation to the cost of the tree and new soil. Additionally, we still have 
much gardening we need to do and get ready for the winter weather. 

 
If you have been reading recent posts from myself and Chris Szverra, you may be 
aware that we have a county grant approved. However, it is not yet available to us, 
but we plan to use it for several projects at the park. Come to the November 1st 
VOMCA meeting and join the discussion of how to utilize the grant. We are also 
looking at applying for a grant to replace the Chalet sidewalk adjacent to the park, 
and we just learned there might be a grant to install some security devices at the 
park. There is so much to do and so many overworked volunteers! Please, if you 
can spare some effort, money, or time, we can use you. 

 
I have mulch, coarse mulch indeed, but usable nonetheless. We are going to make 
an effort to shovel it into a truck and drop it around the woods. That is much work, 
and we need your help, but if you want to come and get some for your muddy 
patch in your backyard, please do. We can only install our pickleball court once it is 
out of the way. 

 
We all love our park, so let's show it. Contact me at rstites@polingerco.com and 
tell me what your talent is. 
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 VOMCA / FOOM Meeting Agenda 

Date: October 4, 2023 

Place: Hardee’s Restaurant – Crain Hwy. 

Time:  7 PM 

Election of Officers: Must have paid dues by 9/30/23 to vote/run for office. Board for 2024 approved by 
members present. 

1. President: Chris Szverra 

2. Vice President: Randal Stites 

3. Treasurer: Chris Hilton 

4. Secretary: Josiah John 

5. Membership: Lisa England 

VOMCA BUSINESS: 

1. VOMCA Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Checking: $964.70 

b. Savings: $592.33 

c. Credit: Payments proceeding on schedule 

2. VOMCA Membership Report: 81 members as of today 

3. OMSC Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Checking: $7,127.06 

b. Savings: $515.79 

c. $5,000 payment to Ace pending 

4. OMSC Membership Report 2023: 

a. Active: 

b. Inactive: 

c. Total 

5. Minutes from September Meeting were reviewed and approved by all members present. 

6. VOMCA Meeting Place & Insurance Update: We got a good quote for the new insurance policy, but it 
would require us having to cancel the existing policy. We are awaiting to verify if there is a penalty for 
cancelling the policy before taking further action. 

7. OM Block Party for OMHS Update: The event was cancelled due to rain. We are anticipating a poten-
tial reschedule in Spring 2024. 

8. VOMCA’s Fall Fest 10/21/23: VOMCA/FOOM will have a table with community information and raf-
fle prizes. We will have a costume contest. Multiple vendors are also lined up for the event. The Snack 
Shack will also be open. 

9. Santa Fire Truck Visit 12/16/23: Currently planned for this date with the standard schedule. 

10. Annual Tree Lighting 12/9/23: We need to plan for events with the tree. We have multiple quotes to get 
a new tree put in to replace the current (dead) tree. 
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 11. The Future of VOMCA / OMSC / FOOM Update: We’ve raised a lot of money through the various 
fundraisers (GoFundMe, etc.) to support OMSC. There are several other fundraisers (Scentsy, Tasteful-
ly Simple) ongoing. We have a Ledo’s Fundraiser scheduled for October 12th. 

 

FOOM BUSINESS: 

1. Financial Report: 

a. Checking: $457.70 

b. PayPal: $438.75 

2. Changes for the Quarter Auction: With the change of venue for the Quarter Auction, alcohol 

consumption will not be allowed at the event. We can still include alcoholic items within the 

raffle/auction items. The event will otherwise operate the same as previous years. 

 

3. Snack Shack/Storage Area Workday: It will need to be organized prior to the Fall Fest 

 

4. Community Day @ Barlowe Field 9/30/23 (Randal not here) Update: We got a lot of work done with 

the volunteers that arrived to support. The planter boxes were all cleaned out. A couple of dead trees 

near the memorial garden (by the basketball court) were cut down and removed. The sidewalk along 

the parking lot was edged. Work also started in the garden along the pool fence. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

1. Josiah John 

2. Chris Szverra 

3. Jessica Smith 

4. Chris Hilton 

5. Sarah Hakulin 

6. Lisa England 

7. Ken England 

8. Colleen Flack 

9. Charlotte Rader 

10. Beck Pyle 

 

PROXY VOTES: 

1. Randal Stites (Chris Szverra has Proxy) 

2. Mary Stites (Chris Szverra has Proxy) 
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 Olde Mill Swim Club (OMSC) Needs your support! 
 

Join The Swim Club, Volunteer, or Donate! We Need You! 
 

Did you know that we have a neighborhood Community Pool? When you become a member, there is no need to pay 
every time you want to swim, like at the Aquatic Center, or pay higher membership fees like the other community 
pools in the area.  
 
Your membership helps us hire lifeguards for the season, improve the pool area, and host member events (some 
family and some adult only)!  
 
Our newly renovated (2021) Snack Shack is very popular. During the 2020 season, we revamped the pool's top edge, 
including new tiles and coping stones, retrofit the pool area lights to LED, and replaced all the pumps! The addition of 
new shade structures in 2022.  
 
Are you interested in joining? We accept new members all year! January through April are the primary months for 
renewing memberships and help us to better budget for any current or upcoming improvements.  
 
Become a member in 4 easy steps: 
 

1. Purchase a Certificate of Membership 
2. Pay your Annual Dues 
3. Submit a family photograph electronically (email it to omsc.membership@vomca.org) 
4. Submit Emergency Contact/Procedure Form 

 
You can fill out the form by downloading a copy at our website: Vomca.org and mailing it to OMSC 490 Chalet Drive, 
Millersville, MD 21108 
 
Our Swim Season officially starts Memorial Day weekend! Meet your neighbors, sign up for the Torpedo’s Swim 
Team, and help us continue our mission to: 
 

· Sponsor an enjoyable swim team that also instills a sense of accomplishment. 
· Provide a facility for exercise, athletics, and socialization. 
· Maintain a safe, relaxing, and pleasant environment. 
· Offer our members a facility for their private parties. 
· Support other community groups through appropriate access to the facility. 
· Hold enjoyable special events that reinforce the feeling of belonging and build a sense of friendship and 

community. 
To learn more and find the membership documents, head on over to our website: vomca.org and click on OMSC 
Membership. 
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Photos from around Olde Mill 
Fall Festival 2023 
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Photos from around Olde Mill 
Fall Festival and Tree Planting 2023 
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Olde Mill 2023 Event Calendar 
 

November 

Wed 11/1 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ Hardy’s  7 p.m. 

Wed 11/8 OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

Wed 11/15 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Sat 11/18 FOOM Quarter Auction @ Christ Lutheran Church 

6-9 p.m. 

 

December 

Wed 12/6 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ Hardy’s 7 p.m. 

Wed 12/13  OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

Sat 12/9 VOMCA Tree Lighting @ Barlowe Field 3-7 p.m. 

Sat 12/16 Santa’s Fire Truck Visit 2 p.m. 

Wed 12/20 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

 



 23 

 

2024 VOMCA Membership Application 

Please complete this form, printing the names of all members of your household who are 18 or more years old, 
and mail it together with your check, payable to VOMCA, to: VOMCA Membership, 490 Chalet Dr. , Millersville, 
MD 21108.  

The membership fee for your household’s annual   Dues  $30.00 

Names of Adults in Household: __________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________ Phone: _______________ (Unlisted? Yes No) 

Email Address: ____________________________________ Would you like to volunteer in the community? _____ 

Suggestions for improvements in Olde Mill: ________________________________________________________ 

There will be a $10 processing fee for any returned check. Your membership card(s) will be emailed to you. 

 

 

Current Officers are: 

President:  Chris Szverra  443-852-2098 
Vice President:  Randal Stites  202-441-1232 
Membership:  Lisa England 
Treasurer:  Chris Hilton 
Secretary:   Josiah John 

  

Board Members are: 
                 
2023 Paul Shafer   
2024 Sarah Hakulin 
2025 Colleen Flack  
2026 Veronica Hilton 
2027 Jessica Smith 

To renew your  2024 VOMCA  membership or become a member 

Send a check or go to vomca.org to pay your dues ($30):  

Mail to: 

 VOMCA Membership, 490 Chalet Dr., Millersville, Md.  21108 

 

Useful Phone Numbers 

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 
911 

Street Light Outages:  

 1-800-685-0123 BGE 

Animal Control:  410-222-
7582 

Trash Pick Up:  410-222-
6100  Complaints 

Northern Roads:  410-222-
6120 Roads, etc. 

Eastern District Police: 

410-222-6145 

Non-emergency questions:   

410-222-8610 

Water & Wastewater  

Emergency:   

410-222-8400 

County 311….For Infor-
mation  

Questions? Email:  

webadmin@vomca.org 

30%  off if you choose to  advertise 
for a year. Price is per month 

 

Advertise in The Crier 

  $25  Full Page 

$18  1/2 Page 

  $10   1/4 Page       

Email your advertisement in one of the follow-
ing formats: PDF Flyers, Word Documents & 

Pictures ( png, jpg) 

webadmin@vomca.org 

Moriah Haefner, Editor & Web Admin 



 24 

 



 25 

 


