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Olde Mill  
Village Crier  

 

Volume 28 
Number 03 
MeeƟng is the First 
Wed of  Each 
Month 

Contact:  
board@vomca.org 
 
VOMCA MeeƟng:  
Vomca.org/events 

March Calendar of Events 

Wed 3/1 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ 
OMHS Cafeteria 7 p.m. 

Sat 3/11 Last Day for Mulch Orders 

Wed 3/16 PCRC @ Eastern District 

Police Station 7 p.m. 

Sat 3/18 Mulch Delivery 

Wed 3/22 OMSC Pool Committee 
Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

Sat 3/25 Barlowe Bolt 5 K Run@ 490 

Check us out on the web and 
Facebook: 

www.vomca.org 

www.facebook.com/VillageofOldeMill  

VOMCA President’s Letter 

 
Welcome to the March edition of the Village Crier, your local newsletter. I’d love to say spring is in the air, 
but as I write this, it does not feel much like spring. However, I know it won’t be long before the days are 
milder and our playground and park will be filled with people enjoying our great neighborhood. A lot is 
happening right now, so let’s peek at what’s coming up for Olde Mill. 
 
Pool Packets:  All pool packets have been mailed out. Thank you for being so patient this year. Our team 
has been hit pretty hard with illness throughout January, and we are now getting back in the swing of 
things. If you haven’t gotten your packet, please contact me privately at 443-852-2098, and I’ll see you 
get one. Please consider joining early, as this helps our treasurer pay the bills due before our pool season 
starts.   
 
Annual Dues:  If you haven’t paid your yearly dues, consider doing it now. It’s only $25.00, and the mon-
ey goes to pay the taxes on Barlowe Field and fund our wonderful community activities throughout the 
year. So, support your community and pay your dues. 
 
7th Annual Mulch Sale to Benefit OMSC:  Get ready for spring and help your community simultaneous-
ly. We offer Free Delivery, like last year, at $7.00 a bag. Go to vomca.org and click on fundraisers, then 
click on the flyer to pay for your purchase online using PayPal. Or send a check made out to VOMCA to 
490 Chalet Dr., Millersville, MD 21108 
 
Barlowe Bolt 5K Run / Walk: Come on out and joins us for the 11th Annual Barlowe Bolt 5K Run / Walk. 
The event flyer is attached. The money raised goes to maintain the fields and playground. Last year our 
guys put in a new playground section and additional swings. There is still much work to be done, so start 
your year off right by running/walking with us. 
 
Check out the Calendar:  The Easter Egg Hunt is coming up soon. We have our monthly meeting on the 
first Wednesday of every month. There are a lot of opportunities to help out in your community and to par-
ticipate in some great activities, so print it out and hang it on your refrigerator. 
 
Community Changes to be Aware of:  We have been informed that a Dispensary is going into the 
Steak & Shake lot. We are trying to get the gentleman running it to come out to our April meeting if you 
want to learn more about this. Checkers has submitted a site plan for the corner where the old Crown sta-
tion was. This would significantly improve the look of that area. And please know that a lot of work is be-
ing done at the field involving the water pipes, and we could use some help. Come to the next VOMCA 
meeting to learn about this and more. 
 
Olde Mill is a wonderful place to live, work and play. Help support it. Become active in your community.   
Chris Szverra, President, VOMCA 
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Friends of Olde Mill 

Can you believe this weather?  All I want is to be out doing mulch and planting flowers, making 
things beautiful and colorful.  While unfortunately it is still a bit early for most of our garden work it 
will be coming very soon.  We want to start in March cleaning up the park area, we really need 
help controlling the volume of trash that has been left in the park lately.  Most of our trash cans 
have a few spare bags beneath the one in use if you see a full one feel free to pull it out and tie it 
up (please wear gloves!), leave it at the pool gate and we will take care of it, but don’t forget to 
put a new bag in the can.  I think the wind is working against us, as much of the loose trash blows 
into the woods and gets stuck there, we would like to clean that out before everything starts 
growing again and it becomes that much more difficult to do.  Feel free to walk around and pick 
up loose trash and drop it into any one of our receptacles (except the doggy stations), we will be 
replacing the missing trash can at the basketball court soon.  We always support the mulch sale 
put on as a fund raiser by the Olde Mill Swim Club, if you have not yet ordered please do soon.  
We use that mulch in all of our gardens and plantings.  You may have noticed a large pile of 
coarse mulch on the basketball court, that was donated and while it is not acceptable for our gar-
dens, we are using it to enhance the areas adjacent to the woods, yes we could use some help 
moving it, or a donation to get the tractor again to do it with.  We are putting together a list of vol-
unteers who would like to help out but do not know when or where, please send me your contact 
information and some thoughts on what you might like or be able to help out with.   

A few items on our wish list that we would love support, input, and donations on are 

1. Removing weeds, laying barrier cloth, and mulching the back memorial garden created by 
the Eagle Scout project. 

2. Repairing some of the timbers on the raised gardens near the playground 

3. Mulching all the gardens 

4. Installing 2 metal benches near the basketball court 

5. We would like to add some small strategically placed evergreen shrubs at the park 

6. Cleaning out the garden under the Olde Mill sign and replanting it, and replacing the 
boards around it 

7. Sealing the cracks in the parking and basketball asphalt areas with the hope of sealing the 
entire surface this year or next 

8. We would like to find someone skilled and willing, ok willing is all that is really required to 
set up a couple of go fund me type efforts for these projects. 

a. Replace the 2”x12” boards around the playground mulch area with timbers (about 
$5,000 and work to install them) 

b. Add additional mulch to the playground area to achieve an appropriate depth ($900)  

c. Install a new basketball court on the asphalt area. (new posts and backboards, 
some asphalt work and striping about $3,000) Continues on p.3 
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d. Install a pickleball court in the asphalt area where the mulch is currently sitting 
(posts, net, installation and striping about $500). 

e. Install a dog run adjacent to the basketball court (about $3,000) 

f. Install a modest building adjacent to the pool to serve as a community use area 
(about $30,000). 

g.  A new Olde Mill – Barlowe Field sign at the entrance to the parking lot (about 
$1,500) 

h. Along Olde Mill Road downhill from the basketball court we have some shifting soil, 
we would like to install a garden, to include a few terraced stone walls less than 2’ 
tall to control that movement and beautify the area near the Olde Mill Sign (about 
$1,500 and install work/fun). 

i. A 2’ tall stone wall along the sidewalk at Olde Mill Road from the potential garden 
area to the wooded area, this would both support the hill and enhance the look and 
public perception of our area. (about $2,000). 

j. If the 2’ wall gets built, add a 4’ tall wooden fence like the one at the entrance to 
Wades Grant but without stone columns (about $2,000 and install work) 

Please remember all the maintenance, care, and improvements at Barlowe Field are achieved 
through fund raising, donations, and tons of work performed by a small group of volunteers, any-
thing you can give financially or with your time is truly appreciated and makes our community bet-
ter.  That includes your thoughts and ideas.  Please give your support and participation to these 
efforts, join us for our fundraising events such as 

Barlowe 5K Bolt Run/Walk              March 25th 

Barlowe Field Community Involvement Day May 13th 

FOOM Flea Market                May 20th 

Quarter Auction     November 11th 

And we work at the park many Saturdays, if you see us stop by, talk with us, lend a hand if you 
are so inclined, or simply contact me at rstites@polingerco.com and we will discuss how you can 
support all of this. Thank you! 

Continued from page 2 
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 VOMCA / FOOM Meeting Minutes 

Date: February 8, 2023 

Place: Old Mill High School 

Time:  7 PM 

VOMCA BUSINESS: 

1. VOMCA Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Checking: $1,833.39 

b. Savings: $592.25 

2. VOMCA Membership Report: 43 Members as of 2/8/2023 

3. OMSC Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Checking: $326.95 

b. Savings: $105.73 

4. OMSC Membership Report 2023: 

a. Active: 5 

b. Inactive: 1 

c. Total: 6 

5. Minutes from January Meeting were reviewed and approved by all members present. 

6. VOMCA Meeting Signs: Randal will check about them in the next few days. 

7. Fundraising Ideas (Krispy Kreme, Wendys, etc.) 

a. February 9th Ledos (OMSC) 

8. OMSC Membership Drive: Packets have been mailed out to all members from last year. 

9. Crier Delivery for February: We will be doing distribution of the February Paper Criers using the same distribution plan as 
last year. 

10. Dues are in order for 2023: 

11. Crier Articles & Advertisers: 

Pipes at OMSC/Parking Lot: Still tracing the leak, but as of now we don’t think it is along the water line that was marked by the 
utility marking company ($550). We are anticipating trying to rent a .  

backhoe for further digging in the area to locate the leak with easier digging (~$575). If we can get a group 
of volunteers to help out so we can swap out diggers, we won’t need the backhoe. 

 

FOOM BUSINESS: 

1. Financial Report: 

a. Checking: ~$3100 

Paypal:~$300 

2. Barlowe Bolt: 

a. Have all the sponsors from last year been contacted?  How about the ones from the year before?   

b. T-Shirts, how much, when can we order them, can the deadline be extended etc. 

It was mentioned that we would like to change from SPRFC to 5 Peakes MAA.  All sponsors have been con-
tacted and packet pickup is set.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 
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 VOMCA / FOOM Meeting Agenda 

Date: January 4, 2023 

Place: Old Mill High School 

Time:  7:11 PM 

Old Business: 

1. VOMCA Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Checking: $298.24 

b. Savings: $592.24 

2. VOMCA Membership Report: 10 Active members as of 1/4/2023 

3. OMSC Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Checking: $709.13 

b. Savings: $310.73 

4. OMSC Membership Report 2023: 

a. Active: 3 

b. Inactive: 0 

c. Total: 3 

5. Minutes from December Meeting: Approved as written; no changes recommended. 

6. VOMCA Meeting Banners: No further updates on acquiring banners to advertise the monthly meetings to get 
greater community participation. 

7. Fundraising Ideas (Krispy Kreme, Wendys, etc.): We are still pursuing fundraising ideas for the various commu-
nity organizations. Any suggestions are greatly appreciated. 

8. OMSC Membership Drive: We have a volunteer (Jessica Smith) that will be calling all of the members from 
2021 who did not renew their membership in 2022 to see if we can get them to return as members (active or in-
active). 

a. We have raised the annual dues this year to $475 due to an increase in fees/costs. 

b. We increased the season guest pass from $100 to $150 

c. We decreased the certificate fee for new members from $400 to $300. 

9. Crier Delivery for February: We are planning to do a hand delivery of the February Crier. We anticipate doing 
the delivery around the first weekend in February. This will be an abbreviated version of the regular Crier for 
that month. 

10. Dues are in order for 2023: You must be a paying member of VOMCA in order to vote on issues discussed at 
the monthly meetings; you do not need to be a paying member to be present at the meetings. 

11. Crier Articles & Advertisers:  

New Business: 

 

1. Calendar for 2023: The updated calendar has been posted in the January 2023 Crier. 

2. Pipes at OMSC/Parking Lot: One of the main underground pipes broke outside the pool Christmas Eve. We 
were able to get the county to shut the water off that evening. Currently we are working on trying to determine 
the extent of the issue and whether it is something we can repair ourselves and save money or if it is something 
that we will need to get a licensed contractor to take care of. We will need to get the issue fixed by March in or-
der to be ready for when Ace comes to prepare our pool for the upcoming season. 
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VOMCA/FOOM Meeting 12/7/2022 

Location: Old Mill High School 

Time: 7:11PM 

Old Business 

1. VOMCA Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Checking: $421.64 

b. Savings: $592.22 

c. LOC Progressing as normal. 

2. VOMCA Membership Report: 96 Members 2022; 4 members for 2023 so far 

3. OMSC Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Checking: $515.58 

b. Savings: $90.72 

4. OMSC Membership Report (2023): 

a. Active: 2 

b. Inactive: 0 

c. Total: 2 

5. Minutes from November Meeting approved as written. 

6. VOMCA Meeting Banners: Proposed purchase of the signs has been postponed due to our end-of-year financial situation. 

7. Quarter Auction Update: FOOM made a little over $2,100 after all expenses were paid out for the event. 

8. Fundraising Ideas: 

a. Krispy Kreme: 

b. Wendy’s 

c. Ledos: 

d. On the Rocks 

e. Brian Boru (FOOM): 

9. OMSC Membership Drive: All pool-related costs (management fees, landscaping costs) are going up in 2023. As a result, we are anticipating raising the 
annual pool membership fee be raised from $450 to $475. We’ve also discussed a tiered system for memberships; this is still in discussion. Further discus-
sion was tabled until the next OMSC meeting. 

10. Crier Delivery for February: We are planning on doing an abbreviated Crier delivery in February 2023 again. 

11. Dues in order for 2023: $25 for the annual dues. 

12. Crier Articles & Advertisers: We’d like to get more community information into our monthly Criers. If anyone knows of any events (schools, clubs, etc.), 
please contact us at board@vomca.org so we can get it included in future Criers. 

New Business 

1. 2023 Budget Votes  

a. VOMCA: Approved by quorum of members present. 

b. OMSC: Approved by quorum as written by members present. The OMSC Pool Committee anticipates releasing an updated budget after speak-
ing with the pool management company and Annapolis Swim Club; we anticipate voting on the updated budget at the February VOMCA/
FOOM Meeting. 

2. 2023 Calendar: Change to the 2023 Calendar will reflect the combined VOMCA/FOOM Meetings until further notice. We are also planning on only hav-
ing two community workdays (Spring and Fall) instead of the original four days we had in 2022 and prior. 

3. Tree Lighting (Dec 10th 3-7pm): We will need volunteers to help with decorating and help on the day of the event with set-up, running the event, and clean
-up after the event. 

4. Santa’s Fire Truck Visit (Dec 17th 2-3:30pm): We will be following behind the fire truck to collect non-perishable items to donate to NCEON. You can 
hand the food directly to our drivers/vehicles or have it placed out by your mailbox by 2pm to be collected as we come by. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:44pm. 
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Photos from Around Olde Mill 2022 
February Photos 

Work on broken pipe at OMSC & Handing out Print Criers 
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 Olde Mill Swim Club (OMSC) Needs your support! 
 

Join The Swim Club, Volunteer, or Donate! We Need You! 
 

Did you know that we have a neighborhood Community Pool? When you become a member, there is no need to pay 
every time you want to swim, like at the Aquatic Center, or pay higher membership fees like the other community 
pools in the area.  
 
Your membership helps us hire lifeguards for the season, improve the pool area, and host member events (some 
family and some adult only)!  
 
Our newly renovated (2021) Snack Shack is very popular. During the 2020 season, we revamped the pool's top edge, 
including new tiles and coping stones, retrofit the pool area lights to LED, and replaced all the pumps! The addition of 
new shade structures in 2022.  
 
Are you interested in joining? We accept new members all year! January through April are the primary months for 
renewing memberships and help us to better budget for any current or upcoming improvements.  
 
Become a member in 4 easy steps: 
 

1. Purchase a Certificate of Membership 
2. Pay your Annual Dues 
3. Submit a family photograph electronically (email it to omsc.membership@vomca.org) 
4. Submit Emergency Contact/Procedure Form 

 
You can fill out the form by downloading a copy at our website: Vomca.org and mailing it to OMSC 490 Chalet Drive, 
Millersville, MD 21108 
 
Our Swim Season officially starts Memorial Day weekend! Meet your neighbors, sign up for the Torpedo’s Swim 
Team, and help us continue our mission to: 
 

· Sponsor an enjoyable swim team that also instills a sense of accomplishment. 
· Provide a facility for exercise, athletics, and socialization. 
· Maintain a safe, relaxing, and pleasant environment. 
· Offer our members a facility for their private parties. 
· Support other community groups through appropriate access to the facility. 
· Hold enjoyable special events that reinforce the feeling of belonging and build a sense of friendship and 

community. 
To learn more and find the membership documents, head on over to our website: vomca.org and click on OMSC 
Membership. 
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Olde Mill 2023 Event Calendar 
 

March 

Wed 3/1 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ OMHS Cafeteria 7 p.m. 

Sat 3/11 Last Day for Mulch Orders 

Wed 3/16 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Sat 3/18 Mulch Delivery 

Wed 3/22 OMSC Pool Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

Sat 3/25 Barlowe Bolt 5 K Run@ 490 Chalet Drive 7 a.m. 

 

April 

Sat 4/1 VOMCA Easter Egg Hunt @ Barlowe Field 1 p.m. 

Wed 4/5 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg. @ OMHS Cafeteria 7 p.m. 

Wed 4/19 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Wed 4/26 OMSC Pool Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

 

May 

Wed 5/3 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg. @ OMSC Pool 7 p.m. 

Sat 5/13 Community Day @ Barlowe Field 7 a.m. 

Wed 5/17 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Sat 5/20 FOOM Flea Market @ 490 Chalet Drive 8-12 

 

June 

Wed 6/7 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ OMSC Pool 7 p.m. 

Fri 6/16 Tentative Last Day of School for Students 

Wed 6/28 OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

 

July 

Tue 7/4 Night Swim/4th of July Event @ OMSC 8-10 p.m. 

Wed 7/5 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ OMSC 7 p.m. 

Wed 7/26 OMSC Pool Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

 

August 

Wed 8/2 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ OMSC 7 p.m. 

Wed 8/23 OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

Mon 8/28 First Day of School 

 

September 

Mon 9/4 Labor Day – Last Day of OMSC 2023 Season 

Wed 9/6 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ OMHS Cafeteria 7 p.m. 

Wed 9/20 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Sat 9/23 Community Day @ Barlowe Field 7 a.m. 

Wed 9/27 OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

 

October 

Wed 10/4 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ OMHS Cafeteria 7 p.m. 

Sat 10/7 Fall FOOM Flea Market @ 490 Chalet Drive 8-12 

Wed 10/18 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Sat 10/21 VOMCA’s Fall Fest @ Barlowe Field 11-3  

Wed 10/25 OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

 

November 

Wed 11/1 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ OMHS Cafeteria 7 p.m. 

Wed 11/15 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Sat 11/18 FOOM Quarter Auction @ American Legion Post 276  

6-9 p.m. 

Wed 11/22 OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

 

December 

Wed 12/6 VOMCA & FOOM Mtg @ OMHS Cafeteria 7 p.m. 

Sat 12/9 VOMCA Tree Lighting @ Barlowe Field 3-7 p.m. 

Sat 12/16 Santa’s Fire Truck Visit 2 p.m. 

Wed 12/20 PCRC @ Eastern District Police Station 7 p.m. 

Wed 12/27 OMSC Committee Meeting Zoom 7 p.m. 

Maryland Day 

Sat, Mar 25, 2023  

Maryland Day is a legal holiday in the U.S. state of Maryland. It is 
observed on the anniversary of the March 25, 1634, landing of 

the first European settlers in the Province of Maryland, the third 
English colony to be settled in British North America.   
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2023 VOMCA Membership Application 

Please complete this form, printing the names of all members of your household who are 18 or more years old, 
and mail it together with your check, payable to VOMCA, to: VOMCA Membership, 490 Chalet Dr. , Millersville, 
MD 21108.  

The membership fee for your household’s annual   Dues  $25.00 

Names of Adults in Household: __________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________ Phone: _______________ (Unlisted? Yes No) 

Email Address: ____________________________________ Would you like to volunteer in the community? _____ 

Suggestions for improvements in Olde Mill: ________________________________________________________ 

There will be a $10 processing fee for any returned check. Your membership card(s) will be emailed to you. 

 

 

Current Officers are: 

President:  Chris Szverra  443-852-2098 
Vice President:  Randal Stites  202-441-1232 
Membership:  Lisa England 
Treasurer:  Chris Hilton 
Secretary:   Josiah John 

  

Board Members are: 
                 
2023 Paul Shafer   
2024 Sarah Hakulin 
2025 Colleen Flack  
2026 Veronica Hilton 
2027 Jessica Smith 

To renew your  2023 VOMCA  membership or become a member 

Send a check or go to vomca.org to pay your dues ($25):  

Mail to: 

 VOMCA Membership, 490 Chalet Dr., Millersville, Md.  21108 

 

Useful Phone Numbers 

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 911 

Street Light Outages:  

 1-800-685-0123 BGE 

Animal Control:  410-222-
7582 

Trash Pick Up:  410-222-
6100  Complaints 

Northern Roads:  410-222-
6120 Roads, etc. 

 

Eastern District Police: 

410-222-6145 

Non-emergency questions:   

410-222-8610 

Water & Wastewater  

Emergency:   

410-222-8400 

County 311….For Infor-
mation  

Questions? Email:  

webadmin@vomca.org 

30%  off if you choose to  advertise 
for a year. 

 

Advertise in The Crier 

  $25  Full Page 

$18  1/2 Page 

  $10   1/4 Page       

PDF Flyers, Word Documents & 

Pictures (tiff, png, gif) 

webadmin@vomca.org 
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